
 

Medway SEPAC Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2017 
6:45 PM 

Type of Meeting:  General Membership 
Meeting Facilitator:  Sarah J. Brady, Acting Chair 
Location:  Medway Middle School Auditorium 
 

I. Chair calls the meeting to order and welcomes all attendees 
A. Attendance: 103 Individuals Signed in.  These included: 

1. SEPAC Officers:  Sarah Brady (Chair), Mendy Tarkowski (Vice Chair), 
Jennifer Pavlov (Treasurer), Lisa Jackey (Secretary) 

2. Administration : MPS Director of Student Services and School Committee 
Chair were present, along with 9 additional MPS personnel. 

3. By town: 77 (75%) from Medway; 26 (25%) from other towns, including 
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale, Hopkinton, Mendon, 
Millis, Natick, Northbridge, Sharon, Sherborn, Westwood, Woonsocket, 
and Wrentham. 

4. By role: 89 (86%) were parents or family members (including 66 Medway 
parents); 17 (17%) were school personnel, including administrators, 
paraprofessionals, school committee members, school counselors, and 
teachers; 4 (4%) were others, all therapists of different types 
(percentages do not add to 100 because some people signed in as 
multiple roles, e.g., parent and teacher) 

II. Old Business 
A. Reports:  

1. Subcommittee on MCAS Disparities: Chair reported on recent 
communication from MPS Superintendent noting that Medway High 
School has been designated a “level 2” school due to persistent 
disparities between high-needs students and others in MCAS scores. 
Because the high-needs designation includes, among other groups, 
students with disabilities, the SEPAC has an interest in following up on 
this development.  Therefore, the Chair has formed a subcommittee to 
investigate further and communicate with the Medway School Committee 
and MPS Administration about this issue.  

a) Vote to Approve formation of subcommittee: At the time of the 
vote, there were not enough individuals who self-identified as 
voting SEPAC members to hold a vote on this issue (quorum). 
The committee will continue to work on the chair’s authority until a 
vote can be held at the next general SEPAC meeting (12/12/17).  

b) Chair requests that any interested individuals share input on this 
topic with the SEPAC, and attend upcoming meetings with school 
committee, superintendent, and principals. 



 

Medway SEPAC Meeting Minutes 

B. Minutes to approve: At the time of the vote, there were not enough individuals 
who self-identified as voting SEPAC members to hold a vote to approve the 
previous meetings’ minutes (quorum).  Therefore, minutes will be reviewed and 
voted on at the next general SEPAC meeting (12/12/17).  Minutes available for 
review at the meeting included: 

1. October 17, 2017 
2. October 30, 2017 (Board) 

III. Business Meeting adjourned by Chair Sarah Brady 
IV. (7:00) Following the business meeting, SEPAC Members and other present heard a 

presentation by Jessica Minahan. 
A. The SEPAC and The Office of Students Services hope this will be the first annual 

co-sponsored marquee event 
B. Ms. Minahan spoke to parents and others present about Strategies for Kids with 

Anxiety.  
C. Feedback following the meeting indicated that Ms. Minahan’s talk was very 

well-received by attendees 
D. Parents who would like to follow up with Ms. Minahan may contact her through 

her website: https://jessicaminahan.com/ 
 


